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NOTES AND COMMENTS. 647 

Why are these accusations always made anonymously, or by some uninformed 
stranger, or by some person excommunicated from the Church for his own impuri- 
ties, or by some vindictive and dishonest creature who has a personal hatred or a 
desire for notoriety to gratify ? Why ? — because no man of standing and integ- 
rity, neither Gentile nor apostate Mormon, will lend his name to a charge which 
cannot be sustained 

If responsible anti-Mormons know anything of any murders committed in the 
name of blood-atonement, or in any other way, by authority of this Church, let 
them speak and prove. But as to the belief of the Mormon, let him be his own 
spokesman. Haeckel is a better exponent of his peculiar principles than is a science- 
disdaining fanatic. The "rules of the society of people called Methodists" are 
studied by a sincere investigator from the words of Wesley and his successors ; 
not from the jealous and vindictive tirades of their haters. Eugene Sue's novel 
may be entrancingly terrifying in its description of the power exercised by the 
Jesuit Rodin and his coadjutors ; but honesty does not accept "The Wandering 
Jew" as an official statement of Catholic creed and practice. And even Ignatius 
Loyola is allowed to speak for himself when one candidly weighs the precepts of 
the Society of Jesus. 

Heretofore, adverse writers and speakers have appeared to deem it an act of 
the highest virtue to garble Mormon creed and Mormon utterance. Even a lady, 
holding the high position of Miss Field, has not hesitated to distort words which 
she heard from Mormon lips, evidently deeming that she commits no wrong there- 
by. It is usually the case that the publisher who cheerfully gives space to a whole- 
sale and unauthenticated charge against us, has no room for an explicit denial. I 
hope to see the day when the same care will be used in reporting and construing 
the utterances of Mormons that is required for Methodists or Catholics. 

Joseph A. West. 

II. 

THE LAST CONFEDERATE KILLED. 

In conversing with General Sherman about the article entitled "A Slavo 
Trader's Letter Book," in the North American Bjsvtew for November, General 
Sherman said that he believed the writer of the letters, C. A. L. Lamar, was the 
last Confederate killed in the late war. He said that the fact could be ascertained 
by asking General Wilson, now of Wilmington, Del. A note to General Wilson 
brought the following reply : 

Dear Sir : In reply to your letter of November 11th, I have to say that 
" Charley Lamar," the owner of the yacht " Wanderer," at one time said to have 
been used as a slaver, was killed by a stray shot in the streets of Columbus, Georgia, 
on the night it was taken by my command. He was the last conspicuc":s man, of 
whom I have any knowledge, killed during the rebellion. 

Columbus was taken on the night of April 16th, 1865. * * * * 

James H. Wilson. 



